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INTRODUCTION

This manual has been prepared for the purpose of designing and building your own Viking 
Age tent. You will be given step by step instructions, to help you through the entire construction, of 
your tent. You will be constructing a 8’ x 9’ Viking tent. If you wish to construct a larger or smaller 
tent than this, you will have to make the proper adjustments to the dimensions included in this 
manual.

The information contained in this manual has been researched by The Viking Age Club 
& Society - Sons of Norway and the author. It is by no means the ultimate solution to making a 
historically correct Viking Age tent. We have only taken our theories, and information, and 
reproduced the tent described in this manual.

We hope that after you have completed the design and construction of your tent, you will 
appreciate, more deeply, the talents and skills of our Viking Age ancestors. Remember, they built 
their tents out of necessity, we are building ours for recreation and re-creation.

As you proceed through this manual  you will be told which of the materials work best. But 
if you feel like experimenting please fell free to do so. Maybe you will find a better method. Enjoy 
your tent when you are finished.

Good Luck!

Dennis Rusinko
Viking Age Club and Society - Sons of Norway
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I. LIST OF MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

Let us begin with the list of materials and equipment we will need to build this tent. The 
information provided in this chapter is for the construction of a 8’ x 9’ tent.

If you wish to make a larger tent just remember that he tent frame forms an equilateral 
triangle and the lengths of lumber will need to be greater and the length of rope would be greater as 
well. The diameter of the support rod at the top should also be increased.

MATERIALS LIST:

Framing Members:

2 - 1x12 Ponderosa Pine 14’ - 0”
1 - 1x4 Ponderosa Pine 10’ - 0”
3 - 1 1/4”  Dia. Rods (Oak or Pine) 10’ - 0”
2 - 30’ Lengths of 3/8” Dia.  Rope (Hemp of Manila)

Canvas Materials:

3 - 4’ Wide Strips 10 oz. Cotton 30’ - 0”
2 - 6’ Wide Strips 10 oz. Cotton 12’ - 0”

NOTE: Some canvas how comes in 10’ wide and 12’ wide strips. But if you wish to have more 
than one color for your tent the 4’ wide strips are the best.

EQUIPMENT LIST:

Saws:

Jig Saw
Circular Saw
Hand Saw

Drill:

1” Dia. Drill Bit

Misc. Tools:

Tape Measure
Chalk Line
Pencil
Carving Knife
Wood Rasp
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Wood File
Trash Cans (2 If Two Colors of Dye are Used)

NOTE: For larger tents you may want to invest in a large children's  swimming pool, inexpensive 
of course, to dye canvas in.

Soaking Stick 30” to 36” Long
Rubber Gloves
Sewing Machine
Pins
Scissors
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II. CONSTRUCTION OF THE TENT FRAMES

In this chapter we will take you step by step through the construction of the tent frames.

STEP 1: Take the (2) 1x12’s and snap a chalk line down the length of the boards
dividing the members in half. 
See FIG. (A).

NOTE: Make sure that the boards you select are straight pieces and not bowed or twisted in any 
way. This will give you a better chance at getting two equal pieces.

STEP 2: We now want to provide space for the figurehead. From the end of the
boards measure down 12” and with a square draw a line across the board
at that location.
See FIG. (B).

STEP 3: We next want to determine the overall length of the tent frame. We need to
allow for 20” at the top of the frame and 4” at the bottom of the frame. We
know that we want a tent that measures 8’ from the center to the center of
the support pole holes. Therefore, we will need an overall length of 
10’ - 0” for our tent frames. 

STEP 4: From the end of each piece measure off 10’ - 0” and with the square draw a
line as shown in FIG. (C).

STEP 5: Next we need to locate where the 1” Dia. holes will be located on the frame,
for the 1 1/4” Dia. support rods. From the top of each of the frames
measure down 20”. From the bottom of the frames measure up 4”. Mark
and locate these holes at the center of each of the frame members. See 
FIG. (D). Your measured hole locations should look like FIG. (E).

STEP 6: It is how time to separate the framing members into their individual pieces.
Take the jig saw and cut out the areas that are shaded in FIG. (F).

STEP 7: Take the skill saw and separate the framing members down their length
between the notches.
See FIG. (F).

STEP 8: Drill the 1” Dia. holes at the locations previously located on the framing
members, at the top and bottom.
See FIG (H).
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STEP 9: You are now ready to begin the toughest part of the project. The Designing
and cutting of your figurehead at the top of the frames. You have two
options at this point: 1. Freehand sketching the figure onto the board, or 2.
Creating a stencil of the figure you wish to use and transferring it to the
board. Make sure that the stencil will fit on the 12” x 12” surface area
provided. Lay your stencil onto the board and transfer the image onto the
board.
See FIG. (I).

NOTE: I recommend that you use a stencil of the figure you want.

STEP 10: With the jig saw cut out the areas that are shaded in FIG. (I).

STEP 11: With your carving knife carve out the features of your figure. Make sure
that you round the edges a bit. Once you have completed this your framing
members are ready for painting or staining.

NOTE: I recommend that you paint the frames since stain was harder to produce back in the Viking 
Age.
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III. BASE FRAMES AND CROSS SUPPORT RODS

It is now time to measure and form the bade supports for the tent frames.

You will first need to determine the overall length of the base boards for the framing 
members. We will need to measure 4” in from each end of the piece. We know that we need to be 
8’ - 0” from center to center of the holes.

Therefore we will need a base piece of 8’ - 8”.

STEP 1. Take the two base boards and measure the length you will need and
mark it’s location. Then cut to proper length
See FIG. (AA).

STEP 2. From each end of the frame measure in 4”. With a square locate the
hole location on the board. Next find the center of the line on the board,
this will locate where the hole will go. 
See FIG. (BB).

STEP 3. Using the 1” Dia. drill bit, drill the holes for the support rods. The base
frames are now ready for painting.

We now need to determine the overall length of the tents cross support rods. We know that 
the tent is to be 9’ - 0” in length, and we want the rods to project 4 1/2” from the tent frames. The 
thickness of the tent frames is 3/4”. Since the upper rod needs to accommodate two of the frames 
we need a total of 1 1/2” additional for the projection length or 6” for each end of the rod.

Therefore we will need cross support rods of 10’ - 0”.

STEP 1. Measure in 6” from each end of the rod and mark as shown in 
FIG. (CC).

STEP 2. With your carving knife score around the mark. Where the 6” line was
located. Using the knife shave down the two ends of the rod as shown
in the shaded areas in FIG. (CC).

STEP 3. With your wood rasp, or wood file, round the ends of the rod until they
fit through the holes without any resistance.

NOTE: Allow at least 1/8” of space for possible swelling of the members when it rains.

The rods are now ready for painting or staining.
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IV. DYING THE CANVAS

You have a couple of choices at this point. 1) If you wish you can purchase the canvas 
material that is already waterproofed. the only problem with this is that it does not look very 
authentic. 2) You can purchase raw canvas that will need to be dyed and waterproofed. This requires 
a lot more work but delivers a very authentic looking tent.

In this chapter I will guide you through the second method: the dying and waterproofing of 
some raw canvas.

You will need to select the colors of dye you want to use for your tent at this point. You will 
also have to pre determine how much dye will be needed. So measure the amount of canvas to be 
dyed. If two colors are to be used then the amount of canvas will have to be determined for each 
color.

Once this has been done we are ready to begin the dying process.

STEP 1. We will begin with the light colored dye first. Place a large piece of
canvas on the floor of a garage or a covering that one might use when
painting a large area. Place a large container for the dying material into
the center of the area. It would also be a good idea to string your line for
the hanging of the dyed material.

NOTE: The area for drying the canvas must be in a shaded area so the sun does not fade the 
material as it is drying.

STEP 2. Fill the container with hot water and toss in the light colored dye first.
Check on the box for the amount of dye you will need. Follow the
instructions on the box. I recommend Ritt Dye for this. The amount of
canvas to be dyed will determine the amount of dye needed.

STEP 3. Take the strips to be dyed and immerse them into the container of dye
and hot water. Using your soaking stick stir the canvas making sure that
all of the canvas is immersed. Also you should try to avoid making
creases. Let the canvas soak for about 30 minutes to an hour.

STEP 4. When you are ready to take the canvas out of the dye make sure to
check to see that all of the canvas has been dyed thoroughly. If not
continue to let the canvas soak. When the canvas is ready pull it out and
at the same time try to begin to hang it on the drying line. Let the canvas
dry overnight.

STEP 5. Fill the trash can or container with cold water and re-soak the newly
dyed canvas and rehang to dry again.

STEP 6. To dye the rest of the canvas with another color just follow steps 1
 through 5.
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V. CUTTING AND SEWING THE CANVAS

We are now entering the final stages in the construction of your tent. We will begin sewing 
the body of the tent.

STEP 1. Lay the 4’ wide pieces of canvas out dividing the colors of the stripes
See FIG. (BBB).

STEP 2. Next sew the strips together using a double stitch method down the
length of the three pieces.
See FIG. (BBB).

STEP 3. Measure in 12” to 14” and create a 2” Dia. minimum sleeve across the
width of the canvas.
See FIG. (CCC).

NOTE: This is for the base rods only. No sleeve is needed for the upper rod.

STEP 4. From the center of that loop measure 16” and make another 2” Dia.
loop across the canvas.
See FIG. (BBB).

STEP 5. From the second loop measure another 12” to 14” and cut off the
excess material across the canvas.
See FIG. (CCC).

STEP 6. Place the newly sewn canvas onto the tent frames and set up the tent to
check the fit. It would be a good idea to check and mark where you want
your door flaps to be positioned on the tent.

STEP 7. Once you are sure of the location it is now time to create the door flaps.
See FIG. (DDD).

STEP 8. Lay the 6’ wide pieces for the door flaps and cut a diagonal line as
shown in FIG. (AAA) to allow for the best coverage of the tent flaps.
See FIG (DDD).

STEP 9. Place the door flaps onto the body of the tent and using a double
stitching method sew the door flaps onto the body of the tent between
the previously marked spots.
See. FIG. (FFF).

STEP 10. Once the doors are sewn onto the tent it would be a good idea  to reset-
up the tent and trim the door flaps as shown in FIG. (EEE).
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